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Graphic and Text by Capt. Shad J.

The American Flag
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EVOLUTION OF THE AMERICAN FLAG
Shown are he 27 kqgal fags flown throughout our history. Bylaw.3 qaris added to the American Flag
on the 4th of Jly Blbwingthe admission ofa stte(s)tothe Union. Contraryto popular belief, the first

offcial Amencan Fagwasnotthe Batsy Ross Alag (13 S@rsin 3 arde) but the taggered aar pattem
shown abowe.

REVEILLE AND RETREAT
VWHAT TO DO WHEN NOT IN& FORMATION

For the raising ofthe fag, all members in uniform should stop and salute the fiag. Upon
wrphktonofthe muse, personnel candrop their alte. Ifthe person is not in the near wicinity ofthe
13g . they may drop their salute once the flag hasreachedits peak oronce the music has opped (f
theycannot sze the fag). For miltary members not in unifxrm, they should stand at attention and place
their fight hand over their heart. The sme nyle appies if theyare not in the near vicinty ofthe flag,

For the lowenng ofthe flag, much ofthe same niles apply. Prortolowenng ofthe 1ag, the bugle
call “reveat” is usually plaved. Atthis point, all personnal should stop and stand at "paraderea” Once
the music ©r lowenng of the flag sarts, members will come to attention and render 3 3lte. Once the
1ag is removed fromthe lanyard, thenthe ymaydrop their salte. Personnel do not have to watt for the
13g to be hlided betore moving on with their business. Nthe miltarymember is not in the near G nity
ofthe fag, then the same ruk: applies 3s with the raising ofthe fag—the salute may be dropped ones
the flag ¢an no longer be seen or the muac cannot be heard, which ever is the latter. Milary members
not inunifm follow the same rules as those inunifm except that they place their nght hand owver
their heart instead of salutng.

RESPECT FORFLAG

Mo disre spedt should be shown t the flag ofthe United States of Amenica; the fiag should notbe
dippedto any person or thing. Regimental colrs, State f39s. and organization or institutional flags are
t be dipped 3s a mark ofhonor.

O The flag should never be displayed with the union down, exceptasa agnal ofdire distress in
ins@ance s of extreme danger to life or property

0O The flag should never touch anthing beneathit, auch asthe ground, the floor, water, or
merchandise,

O The flag should naver be camiad fiat or horizontally, but always aloft and free .

O The flag should never be used as weanng apparel, bedding, or drapery. t should never be
®ooned. drawn back, nor up, in Hids, but always albwed to Bl free. Bunting of blue, white, 3nd red
dlwaye amanged with the blue above, the white inthe middle. and the red below, should be used tr
coening a speaker's desk, draping the front ofthe platbrm, and for decoration in general.

O The flag should never be itened , displayed, used, or stored in such 3 manner 3sto permit 1to be
easilytom, soiled, or damagedin anyway.

O The flag should never be used 3s 3 covering for a ceiling .

O The fag should never have placed upon it, nor on any pan ofit, noratached to it any mark, Insgnia,

letter, word, figure, design, picture, or drawing of any nature.

O The flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving , holding, camying, or delivering
anything.

O Thegﬂag should never be used for adwerising purposes in anymanner whatseever. b should not be
embroidered on such arteles 3s cushions or handke rchiefs and the like , pnnted or otherwise impressad
on paper napkinorboxes or anything hatis desgned brtemporaryuse and discard. Adwertising signs
should not be fastened w 3 saff or halyand from which the fag is flown.

O No pant ofthe tag should ewerbe used as 3 costume or athkte uniform. Howewer, a fiag patch may
be afiked o the uniform of miltary personnel, iremen, polcemen, and members of patiotic
organizations. The flag represents a living countryand is tseif considered a livingthing. Therefore  the
lapel f3gpin being 2 ceplica, should be wom on the left lapel nearthe hear.

O The fag, when iz in such condRion that & iz no longer 2 fting emblem for display, should ba
destroyed in 3 dignited way, preferably by buming
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