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Former Blue Island Lock 
Calumet Sag Canal 

Blue Island, IL 
The Little Calumet River flows from the lower edge to the right. The Calumet Sag 
Canal goes left to right. The north wall of the former lock with sector gate recesses 

is on the top edge of the canal. 



 
 

Thomas J. O'Brien Lock 
Calumet Sag Canal 

The canal to Lake Michigan is to the upper left. Lockport to the lower right. 
(Note airplane to upper right of lock.) 
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	canal: Calumet Sag Canal
	status: In use
	state: Illinois
	county: 
	location: Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal to Lake Michigan
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1922 - present
	date2: 
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1: 17 mi.
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 23.2 mi.
	lt2: 
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks1: 1 -1000' x 110'
	locks2: 
	locks3: 
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign: The original improvement along this route was the Calumet Feeder of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, which brought water from the Calumet River to the south end of the summit level of the I & M Canal in 1848. In 1889, the feeder was transferred to the Chicago Sanitary District, and between 1911 and 1922, a navigable sanitary canal was built along the approximate route to the Little Calumet River. This canal used Lake Michigan water to flush South Chicago sewage to the Des Plaines River. A control navigation lock at Blue Island, just west of the junction with the Little Calumet River was included. The north wall of this lock, with apparent sector gate pockets, is visible on aerial photos (see page 2). This canal was 20 feet deep, 60 feet wide through rock, and 36 feet wide at the bottom and 116 feet at the water line in earth sections. In 1928, the Illinois Waterway and connecting state canals was transferred to the federal government.   In 1955, construction began on enlargement of the route and rebuilding of bridges and was completed in 1971. Between 1958 and 1960, the new Thomas J. O'Brien Lock (see page 3) was completed on the Calumet River seven miles towards Lake Michigan from the Blue Island Lock. The 50' wide Blue Island Lock was removed in 1967.   
	desc: Connects the Chicago Sanitay & Ship Canal near Lockport, IL to Lake Michigan at Calumet Harbor, IL.  It is the connecting link bypassing downtown Chicago    Going upstream, locks are as follows;    (From Quimby's Cruising Guide)           - junction Cal - Sag Channel - Illinois River mile 303.3          Thomas J. O'Brien Lock   River mile 326.5 Right Bank downbound, Calumet River, 1000' x 110', Lift 0' - 2'
	group: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District
	biblio: Larson, John W.; Those Army Engineers: A History of the Chicago District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; 1979
	reports: Lewis University Library, Canal Special Collection
	landmk: 
	address: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: Revised9/26/09


